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Dear Parents & Friends, 

Welcome to CAPA Theater for this special Pittsburgh 
CLO Academy production of Disney's The Lion King 
Jr. This marks the Academy’s 14th annual spring 
production – an exciting milestone for our students, 
faculty, and families.  

At the Pittsburgh CLO Academy, students receive exceptionable training, 
invaluable performance opportunities, and life skills such as discipline, 
confidence, and creativity. Whether they pursue careers on stage, behind the 
scenes, or in other professions, these experiences serve them well. Our alumni 
have gone on to excel in theater, education, medicine, and beyond.  

This production showcases 39 students both on stage and behind-the-scenes 
guided by our exceptional faculty.  Each year, more than 800 Academy students 
train with working professionals and educators from Pittsburgh CAPA, Carnegie 
Mellon University, Duquesne University, and Point Park University. Their 
commitment makes productions like this possible and worthy of applause.  

Though Disney's The Lion King Jr. runs for a limited time, you can see our 
Academy students in upcoming Pittsburgh CLO productions, performing 
alongside professional artists. Many also continue their training in our summer 
camps.  As a celebration of their hard work, every Lion King Jr. participant will 
receive one ticket to a Pittsburgh CLO produced show this summer. 

Thank you for supporting these talented young performers.  Your support helps 
us expand these invaluable programs and provide even more opportunities for 
young artists to grow.   

Enjoy the show!

Mark Fleischer 
Executive Producer
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Music Adapted & Arranged and Additional Music & Lyrics and "Luau Hawaiian Treat" written by WILL VAN DYKE
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Dear Family and Friends, 

Welcome to the Pride Lands! I am thrilled to have you 
join us for the Pittsburgh CLO Academy performance 
of Disney's The Lion King, Jr. at the CAPA Theater. 

For over three decades, the rhythm of Disney’s The Lion King has been woven 
into our cultural DNA. When the production first roared onto Broadway in 1997, 
it didn’t just debut—it redefined the boundaries of musical theater. Today, we 
have the distinct privilege of watching a new generation take up that mantle. 
There is a specific kind of magic in hearing these young voices breathe fresh life 
into a story that has meant so much to so many. 

A production like this doesn't just happen; it is forged through discipline, 
passion, and a fair amount of "no worries" philosophy. I am incredibly proud of 
our creative team—LaTrea Rembert (Director), Skylar Bunk (Music Director), 
Elexa Hanner (Choreographer), and Maddy Koropchak (Stage Manager), who 
have been with the cast throughout the entire process. 

Alongside our brilliant designers and the Pittsburgh CLO Education Staff and 
faculty, this team has cultivated an environment that is as supportive as it is 
rigorous. Watching this cast rise to the challenge of staging a full-scale musical 
in a matter of weeks has been nothing short of inspiring. 

To our sponsors: your financial support is the Pride Rock of this program. You 
aren't just funding a show; you are providing a sanctuary where students can 
feel bold, hopeful, and seen. 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Pittsburgh CLO Academy 
families and friends, for giving generously your time, providing unwavering 
support and allowing your talented children to participate in this important 
endeavor.    

Now, as the house lights dim, I invite you to “Be Prepared” to witness the “Circle 
of Life” as you experience these students bring this classic to life! 

Jim Scriven
Director of Education
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Rafiki.................................................................................................Eliana Kachur
Mufasa................................................................................Grayson Hunter-Turley
Sarabi.......................................................................................Paislie Klein-Merlin
Zazu..................................................................................................Adalynn Palm
Scar............................................................................................Mathilda MacInnis
Young Simba..................................................................................Charlie Gentilin
Simba...............................................................................................Henry Thomas
Young Nala................................................................................Margaret Stamper
Nala.....................................................................................................Abri Blasiole
Sarafina.....................................................................................Adwen Cherington
Banzai...........................................................................Odessa McDermott-Grubb
Shenzi....................................................................................................Alaina King
Ed....................................................................................................Sienna Sullivan
Timon.................................................................................................Eliana Cooke
Pumbaa..................................................................................Duncan McCrimmon

Animal Ensemble
     Lioness...............................................................Abri Blasiole, Hallie Camacho,

Adwen Cherington, Alana Grace Setting
     Leopard...............................................Alaina King, Odessa McDermott-Grubb,

Molly Setzler, Madison Welsh
     Antelope..............................................................Nasim Collins, Cyma Tabbara
     Zebra..........................................................Aviana C. Carrillo, Charity Edwards
     Giraffe...................................................................Angelina Burk, Violet Cataldi
     Monkey.........................................Nora O'Donnell, Lena Fiedler, Ada Krueger,

Lincoln Murray-Balas, Quinlyn Salamon, Margaret Stamper
     Hornbill...............................................................Gracie Feeser, Henry Thomas
     Elephant......................................................................................Isaiah Seltman
     Gazelle..................................................Filomena Graziani, Charlotte Jamison
     Crocodile......................................................Charlotte Diamond, Leah Morgan
     Grasslands................................. Angelina Burk, Violet Cataldi, Nasim Collins,

Charlotte Diamond, Nora O'Donnell, Charity Edwards,
Gracie Feeser, Lena Fiedler, Filomena Graziani, Charlotte Jamison,

Ada Krueger, Leah Morgan, Lincoln Murray-Balas,
Quinlyn Salamon, Isaiah Seltman
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Featured Dance Ensemble....................................................Alana Grace Setting,
Abri Blasiole, Hallie Camacho, Aviana Carrillo,

Adwen Cherington, Alaina King, Paislie Klein-Merlin,
Odessa McDermott-Grubb, Molly Setzler, Madison Welsh

Ensemble.........................................................................................Angelina Burk,
Violet Cataldi, Nasim Collins, Charlotte Diamond,

Charity Edwards, Gracie Feeser, Lena Fiedler, Filomena Graziani,
Charlotte Jamison, Ada Krueger, Leah Morgan, Lincoln Murry-Balas,
Nora O'Donnell, Quinlyn Salamon, Isaiah Seltman, Cyma Tabbara
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT 1
SCENE 1: PRIDE ROCK
Circle of Life with Nants' Ingonyama.....................................Rafiki and Ensemble

SCENE 2: SCAR'S CAVE

SCENE 3: THE PRIDELANDS
Grasslands Chant....................................................................................Ensemble

SCENE 4: SCAR'S CAVE

SCENE 5: THE PRIDELANDS
The Lioness Hunt......................................................................................Lionesses
I Just can't Wait to be King..................................Young Simba, Young Nala, Zazu,

and Ensemble

SCENE 6: THE ELEPHANT GRAVEYARD
Be Prepared................................................Scar, Shenzi, Banzai, Ed, and Hyenas

SCENE 7: THE PRIDELANDS
They Live in You...................................................................Mufasa and Ensemble

SCENE 8: THE GORGE
The Stampede......................................................................Mufasa and Ensemble
The Mourning.........................Sarabi, Young Nala, Rafiki, Lionesses, and Hyenas

SCENE 9: THE DESERT & THE JUNGLE
Hakuna Matata...............Timon, Pumbaa, Young Simba, Simba, and Ensemble

SCENE 10: SCAR'S CAVE

SCENE 11: THE PRIDELANDS
Shadowland....................................................................Nala, Lioness, and Rafiki

SCENE 12: THE JUNGLE
Can You Feel The Love Tonight........Timon, Pumba, Simba, Nala, and Ensemble
He Lives In You........................................................Rafiki, Lioness, and Ensemble

SCENE 13: PRIDE ROCK
Luau Hawaiian Treat......................................Timon, Pumbaa, Hyena Ensemble 
Finale................................................................................................Full Company
Bows..................................................................................................Full Company
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the following sponsors

If you are intrested in becoming a sponsor of a Pittsburgh CLO Academy
production, please contact Alex Righetti at 412-281-2234

or arighetti@pittsburghclo.org 

The King Family

Anonymous Donor

The Bender Leadership Academy

The CLO Ambassadors

             CASTP Organization

The Graziani Family

The Camacho Family
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ABRI BLASIOLE (Nala, Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) is honored 
to be a part of Pittsburgh CLO Academy’s production of Disney’s The Lion King 
Jr. She has been a student at CLO Academy since 2022 and has participated in 
several CLO Academy productions. She is currently in 8th grade at Pittsburgh 
Creative and Performing Arts. Abri looks forward to the CLO Academy musical 
every year and is grateful to all the production and cast members that make 
such an experience possible.
ANGELINA BURK (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is a 6th grader at Sacred Heart 
Elementary School, and she has been a student at Pittsburgh CLO Academy 
for 4 years learning dance, musical theater and piano. She was in the CLO 
Academy's production of Cinderella Youth Edition, and she is excited to be back 
for Disney’s The Lion King Jr. this year. Angelina will also be performing in St. 
Joseph High School's production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream 
Coat this spring. Beyond theater and dance, Angelina loves competing in Math 
24 competitions, singing in the children's choir at her school and competing in 
science fairs.
HALLIE CAMACHO (Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) was most 
recently seen as Tiny Tim in Pittsburgh CLO’s A Musical Christmas Carol. This 
past summer, she portrayed Young Anna in the co-production of Disney’s 
Frozen, appearing with Pittsburgh CLO, KC Starlight, and The Lied Center! 
Hallie also performed as a soloist at Pittsburgh CLO’s Shirley Jones Celebration 
Gala. Her other favorite past roles include Molly (Annie), The Cat (Seussical), 
Flounder (The Little Mermaid), Pugsley (The Addams Family), and Gretl (The 
Sound of Music). Hallie sends boundless thanks to her family, friends, teachers, 
directors, cast, crew, Kayla, and her 1.25 million YouTube subscribers! You can 
also find Hal on FamousBirthdays.com | @HallieOnStage114
AVIANA C. CARRILLO (Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) is an 11-year-
old, 6th grade student at Eden Hall Upper Elementary School (Pine-Richland). 
She has been a student of Pittsburgh CLO Academy since September 2024. 
Aviana recently performed in the CLO Academy summer camp productions of 
Disney's Frozen Jr. (Elsa) and Elf Jr. (Manager), and the CLO Academy production 
of Cinderella Youth Edition (Ensemble). She studies voice at Molly Stater Music 
Studio, acting at Griffith Coaching Acting Studio, and ballet at Pittsburgh Ballet 
House. Aviana is grateful for the love and support from her parents and for the 
instruction and guidance from all her instructors. 
VIOLET CATALDI (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is a 6th grade student at 
Environmental Charter School. This is her first Pittsburgh CLO Academy 
performance. Last year she played Roquefort in Disney’s The Aristocats Jr. in 
their school's production. She also received an honorable mention for The 
Shakespeare Monologue Contest. She enjoys horse riding and drawing.
ADWEN CHERINGTON (Sarafina, Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) 
is thrilled to be performing in Disney's The Lion King Jr. with Pittsburgh CLO 
Academy. Her previous roles include Barbara Maitland in Beetlejuice Jr. at 
The Ellis School, Mayzie La Bird in Seussical Kids at CLO Academy, and Alice 
Beineke in The Addams Family Younger Part, also at CLO Academy. Additional 
credits include Nana Noodleman in Sing at Montgomery Montessori School 
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and the Clown in The Nutcracker with Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre at the Benedum 
Center. Adwen has also participated in various showcases with Broadway Arts 
Collective in New York and is grateful for all of her instructors at the Pittsburgh 
CLO Academy.
NASIM COLLINS (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble)  is a sixth grade musical theater 
major at Pittsburgh CAPA. She was recently in High School Musical Jr. at CAPA 
and also in Matilda at Pittsburgh CLO Academy. She is thrilled to be a part of 
Disney's The Lion King Jr. and grateful to the director, staff, and friends.
ELIANA COOKE (Timon) is thrilled to make her Pittsburgh CLO Academy debut 
as Timon in Disney’s The Lion King Jr. She is an eighth-grade vocal major at 
CAPA, where she has loved growing as a performer. Previous stage credits 
include High School Musical (Sharpay), Once Upon a Mattress (Lady Rowina), 
and SpongeBob the Musical (Pearl) at CAPA, as well as Disney’s The Lion King 
Kids (Rafiki) at Dilworth. Eliana is deeply grateful to her friends and family, her 
vocal teachers, and the MT staff at CAPA, as well her Judah Project vocal teacher, 
Nikki Porter for their unwavering support, encouragement, and investment in 
her journey.
CHARLOTTE DIAMOND (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is a 6th grader at CAPA. 
She is in the instrumental program. She loves playing her cello and has a 
newfound love for musical theater. She enjoys being on stage, being part of 
a production, and getting to sing and dance. In her spare time, she enjoys 
crocheting stuffed animals for her knitting and crocheting business with her 
friends.
CHARITY EDWARDS (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is a 10-year-old performer 
with a growing love for stage plays, singing, and acting. She has participated in 
several Pittsburgh CLO Academy summer camp productions, including Jungle 
Book, Frozen Jr., and Seussical. Charity has performed in both ensemble and 
featured roles, portraying characters such as the Wolf and Vlad Vladikoff. She 
enjoys group singing and acting on stage in front of an audience. Through her 
involvement in musical theatre, Charity continues to build confidence, develop 
performance skills, and explore her passion for the performing arts.
GRACIE FEESER (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is thrilled to join the production 
and is excited for her first year at the Pittsburgh CLO Academy! She moved to 
Pittsburgh this past summer and has had an amazing time exploring the city 
and trying new activities. In addition to theater, Gracie attends dance classes, 
plays field hockey, takes art classes, and is a member of her school's book club.
LENA FIEDLER (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) was born in 2017 to Chinese and 
German parents and grew up in Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill neighborhood. From 
an early age, Lena showed a strong love for performing - singing, dancing, and 
play-acting whenever possible. She has pursued ballet training at Bodiography 
Dance Studio and currently studies piano through private instruction. Enrolled 
at Falk Laboratory School since kindergarten, Lena actively explores a wide 
range of creative activities. A national of three countries, she is well traveled, 
multilingual, and confidently pursuing her passion for stagecraft.
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CHARLIE GENTILIN (Young Simba) is in the fifth grade at Cecil Intermediate 
School. His favorite past roles include playing Ralphie in the A Christmas Story 
with the Basement Players, Gary in The SpongeBob Musical at Little Lake 
Theater, and Daddy Warbucks in Annie at Pittsburgh CLO Academy Summer 
Camps.  Aside from musical theater, he enjoys video games, playing the 
trumpet, and spending time with his pet cats and bearded dragon.
FILOMENA GRAZIANI (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is thrilled to be part of 
Disney’s The Lion King Jr. A lifelong performer, she has loved musical theatre 
since the age of four, starting her journey at TPAPNJ, and has appeared in 
productions including: Matilda, Beauty and the Beast, The Wizard of Oz, and 
Peter Pan. Filomena studies Theatre Arts at Pittsburgh CAPA and continues her 
training in voice, acting, and dance at Pittsburgh CLO Academy, where she's 
been a student for several years. She looks forward to her role as Grandpa Joe 
in CAPA’s upcoming student production. Filomena is grateful to her cast, crew, 
teachers, and family for their unconditional support.
GRAYSON HUNTER-TURLEY (Mufasa) is a vocal major at CAPA who has been 
singing and participating in musical theater for over 8 years. He has performed 
with various choirs, had the role of the Wizard in Once Upon a Mattress, and was 
recently in the Brooklyn newsie ensemble for Newsies. Off stage Grayson enjoys 
spending time with his dogs, writing, illustrating stories, and baking. Grayson 
is very excited to be part of Pittsburgh CLO Academy's student courses and 
Disney’s The Lion King Jr. production. He hopes you enjoy the show as much as 
he does!
CHARLOTTE JAMISON (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is in her first year at 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy and is excited to be a part of Disney’s The Lion King 
Jr.! She has previously appeared in Finding Nemo Jr., Rapunzel, The Little 
Mermaid, and Elf Jr. Her favorite thing about being on stage is making people 
laugh. She is grateful to her teachers and fellow cast mates for making this such 
a memorable experience!
ELIANA KACHUR (Rafiki) is thrilled to join the cast of Disney’s The Lion King 
Jr. She was most recently seen in the Pittsburgh CLO Academy production 
of Comedy Tonight: A Musical Revue! and previously portrayed Miss Andrews 
in Mary Poppins Jr. at Penn State Beaver. With a passion that spans singing, 
academics, and travel, Eliana is always on the lookout for new adventures. 
She dedicates her performance to God, her loving family, and the friends in 
attendance who support her journey. Eliana is grateful for the opportunity to 
bring this story to life and is excited to share her performance with everyone 
here today.
ALAINA KING (Shenzi, Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) is having 
a cacklingly delightful time performing in Disney's The Lion King Jr. as Shenzi, 
while also stalking the Pride Lands as a featured dancer.  She is a proud student 
at the Pittsburgh CLO Academy and a member of the 2025-2026 Mini Stars, 
where the team has lit up stages across Pittsburgh singing holiday carols on 
Pittsburgh Today Live, at Light Up Night 2025, and at the Byham Theater.  Alaina 
has loved being part of CLO Academy's last two spring productions, The Wizard 
of Oz: Youth Edition (Mayor of Munchkinland/Ensemble) and Cinderella Youth 
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Edition (Ensemble). She has also brought her big personality and leadership to 
the stage at Dorseyville Middle School in Frozen Jr. (Snow Chorus), Seussical Jr. 
(Jojo), and Matilda Jr. (Matilda). More Mini Stars magic is on the way this spring 
-stay tuned.  Alaina sends her love to her incredible castmates, dedicated stage 
crew, and inspiring directors, along with a heartfelt thank-you to her family, 
teachers, and friends for their constant support of her commitment to studying 
theater.  She is missing Mimi but knows she is watching proudly from the stars 
and clouds, as is “the Circle of Life.”  
PAISLIE KLEIN-MERLIN (Sarabi, Featured Dance Ensemble) is currently a 
sophomore at Peters Township and this is her first year at the Pittsburgh CLO 
Academy. This is her 3rd production with PCLO Academy, but she has done over 
20 productions across 3 states! One of Paislie’s favorite theater memories was 
attending the Interlochen Arts Camp six weeks musical theatre production of 
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical! She would love to thank Hilerie Klein-Resni 
at the Higher Voice Studio for helping her to reach her full potential! She is so 
excited to be a part of this amazing cast!
ADA ELOISE KRUEGER (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is thrilled to appear in 
Disney’s The Lion King Jr. with Pittsburgh CLO Academy! An 8-year-old actress, 
singer, and dancer, Ada has a big love for Broadway, musical theater, and just 
about anything delightfully weird. She enjoys bringing bold characters to life, 
singing at full volume, and dancing whenever music is playing...or not playing! 
When she’s not on stage, Ada is probably living out an entirely new show of her 
own in her imagination.
MATHILDA "TILLY" MACINNIS (Scar) homeschooled 13yo, is excited to 
embrace her villain era as Scar. She loves starting her year with the Pittsburgh 
CLO Academy. An avid fan of music and Shakespeare, it's hard to get through a 
day with out hearing her belting out songs or practicing lines for her next show. 
She would like to thank her dad and chauffeur... um, mom. Be prepared for a 
great show!
DUNCAN MCCRIMMON (Pumbaa) is a student at the Pittsburgh CLO Academy 
of Musical Theater. His past stage credits include Wickersham Brother #3 in 
Seussical Jr., the footman and chorus in Cinderella Youth Edition, and Walter 
in Elf, Jr. - all at Pittsburgh CLO Academy. In addition, he was a page in Lerner 
& Lowes’ Camelot (Pittsburgh CLO Summer Season), and a part of the chorus 
and the understudy for Rapunzel’s prince in Into the Woods, Jr. at Colfax. Over 
the last eighteen months, Duncan has fallen in love with performing. He’s a 
literary art student at Pittsburgh CAPA. He would like to thank his family, his 
PCLO Academy and CAPA teachers, and God. He especially wants to thank his 
mother for being the person to get him started in theater.
ODESSA MCDERMOTT-GRUBB (Banzai, Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal 
Ensemble) is thrilled to bring the character of Banzai to life in Disney’s The 
Lion King Jr. A proud Pittsburgh native, Odessa is a dedicated student at the 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy, where she trains in ballet, tap, jazz, voice, and acting 
— special thanks to her amazing teachers! She has loved performing in various 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy productions including Beauty and the Beast, The 
Wizard of Oz, Legally Blonde Jr. The Musical, and Elf.
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LEAH MORGAN (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is very excited to be making her 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy debut.  Her most recent shows have been Shrek Jr. 
(Gingy), Cinderella Youth Edition. (Cinderella), and her absolute favorite, Oliver!, 
where she was nominated by BroadwayWorld Pittsburgh for "Best Performer in 
a Musical" for her role as Oliver. She wants to give a shout out to the cast and 
CLO staff as well as her CLO Academy instructors for helping her grow in her 
craft. Lastly, a BIG thank you to all her friends and family for ALWAYS supporting 
her theater dreams.
LINCOLN MURRAY-BALAS (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is a second-grade 
student at Mother of Sorrows School. He also has been a student at the 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy since 2020. Favorite past roles include Olaf in Disney's 
Frozen Kids, Anchor in Disney's Finding Nemo Kids, and a shepherd in his school's 
annual live nativity. He is grateful and excited for the experience of performing 
in Disney's The Lion King Jr. "Hakuna Matata!"
NORA O’DONNELL (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) was born and raised in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She attends Central Elementary School in Hampton 
Township, and she loves voice, dance, and theater. She has benefited from her 
training at the Pittsburgh CLO Academy since 2024.
ADALYNN PALM (Zazu) is excited to be playing the role of Zazu! This is her 
second musical with Pittsburgh CLO Academy. She has performed in over a 
dozen musicals. Some of her favorite roles include Chip in Beauty & the Beast 
the Broadway musical, Evil Queen Grimhilde in Disney’s Descendants the 
musical. Bielke in Fiddler on the Roof and Sky the Girl Scout in Beetlejuice Jr. the 
musical. When not performing in a musical, Addie enjoys learning guitar and 
singing in various regional open mic events. She hopes you enjoy the show!
QUINLYN SALAMON (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is excited to perform in her 
first Pittsburgh CLO Academy in season production! Recent credits include 
PCLO Academy summer camp productions of Frozen Jr. (Olaf), Beauty & the 
Beast Jr. (Chip), Annie Jr., and Elf Jr. Quinlyn studies musical theater, piano, 
dance, and voice at the PCLO Academy, Pittsburgh School of the Arts, and Act 
1. Huge thanks to her teachers, family & friends for their love and support, and 
a special shout out to her brother, Torin.
ISAIAH “ZAY” SELTMAN (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) This is Zay's first show 
with Pittsburgh CLO Academy, and he's very excited to be a part of it.  Outside of 
musical theatre, he loves reading, building with Lego, skiing, and playing with 
friends and family.  
ALANA GRACE SETTING (Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) is excited 
to be part of the Pittsburgh CLO Academy’s Disney’s The Lion King Jr. and brings 
passion, dedication, and heart to every performance. She is a talented singer 
and dancer who loves being on stage and works hard to improve her skills. 
Outside of theatre, Alana enjoys gymnastics and softball, which help build her 
strength, confidence, and teamwork. She is known for her positive attitude and 
determination in everything she does. Her love for performing shines through 
in every role, and she has a bright future ahead. Alana sends her deepest thanks 
to everyone who continually supports her in her journeys!
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MOLLY SETZLER (Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) A sixth grade 
student at Environmental Charter School, Molly is thrilled to join Disney’s The 
Lion King  Jr. cast after appearing in Cinderella Youth Edition last year.  Her 
favorite role was Berlioz (Aristocats Kids at ECS). She has participated in the PPT 
Shakespeare Scene and Monologue Contest for the last three years. She would 
like to thank her family and teachers that helped her throughout her journey.
MARGARET “MAGGIE” STAMPER (Young Nala, Animal Ensemble) is thrilled 
to play young Nala in Disney’s The Lion King Jr.! This is her second Pittsburgh 
CLO Academy production, following Frozen Jr. She has also performed in The 
Aristocats with her school drama club. Growing up in a musical family, she's 
been singing and performing since she could walk. When she's not on stage, 
Maggie enjoys playing soccer, sewing, and being a Girl Scout. She loves her 
PCLO Academy theater family and hopes you enjoy the show!
SIENNA SULLIVAN (Ed) has been acting on stage for six years and loves every 
moment of performing for an audience. She enjoys bringing characters to life 
and sharing stories through theater. Sienna dreams of performing on Broadway 
one day and is excited to be part of this production. She hopes you enjoy the 
show!
CYMA TABBARA (Animal Ensemble, Ensemble) is thrilled to join the cast of 
Disney’s The Lion King Jr.! She has been participating in musical theatre for the 
past couple of years. Some of her favorite musical credits include High School 
Musical (Brainiac), Cinderella (Maiden), Pippin (Player), and Frozen Jr. (Bishop). 
She would like to thank the cast for the great friendships she has made as well 
as the entire Pittsburgh CLO Academy faculty for making this show possible!
HENRY THOMAS (Simba, Animal Ensemble) is a 13-year-old student of the 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy, he has been attending for about 6 years. Prior 
Pittsburgh CLO productions include, Seussical, Music Man, A Musical Christmas 
Carol, and The Sound of Music. He would like to thank his instructors and staff of 
the Pittsburgh CLO Academy, South Park Children's Theatre and his family and 
friends for their support.
MADISON WELSH (Featured Dance Ensemble, Animal Ensemble) is thrilled to 
join the cast of The Pittsburgh CLO Academy’s Disney’s The Lion King, Jr. She 
has five years of training with Act One Theatre School and has appeared in 
Matilda, The Little Mermaid (Flounder), and Shrek the Musical (Gingy). Madison 
began her journey with the Pittsburgh CLO Academy Summer Camps in 2025, 
as Anna, in the production of Frozen Kids and is one of the proud recipients 
of the Academy’s 2025-2026 merit scholarships. She would like to thank her 
amazing family, encouraging friends, and caring teachers along the way for 
their continued love, motivation and unwavering support!
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LATREA REMBERT (Director) is an artist, creator, and educator based in 
Pittsburgh, PA.  Originally from Cincinnati, OH, LaTrea is a 2014 graduate of 
Point Park University obtaining his BA in Theater Arts.  Upon graduation, he has 
performed and worked locally with Pittsburgh CLO, City Theatre, Pittsburgh 
Public, Quantum Theatre, The REP, PICT, Pittsburgh Musical Theater, 
Pittsburgh Playwrights, and has also performed with The Classical Theater of 
Harlem in their 2024 production of A Midsummer Night's Dream.  LaTrea was 
also a company dancer with Pearlarts Movement and Sound for 10 seasons 
performing both nationally and internationally.  He is currently an adjunct 
professor of dance at Point Park, faculty at the CLO Academy, and also at The 
Academy of Dance by Lori.
ELEXA L. HANNER (Choreographer) is absolutely thrilled to join the team of 
Disney's The Lion King Jr.  Elexa's teaching artist credits include: Manchester 
Academy Charter School, Pittsburgh CLO, Pittsburgh Musical Theater, Oakland 
Central Catholic (Masque), Propel Elementary Schools / Middle Schools, and 
Alumni Theater Company.  Elexa is committed to leading the youth through 
dance and theater. She is also a Performer throughout the city of Pittsburgh. 
Performing credits include: Pittsburgh CLO, Pittsburgh Public Theater, City 
Theater, Pittsburgh Playwrights Theater, Pittsburgh Musical Theater and 
The New Hazlett Theater. Elexa is a proud Alumnus of Penn State University 
(BFA Musical Theater, 2021). Elexa is excited to create stories and art with the 
awesome young performers of Lion King Jr.
SKYLAR BUNK (Music Director) is a versatile pianist, conductor, and educator 
based in the Greater Pittsburgh Area. He is currently serving multiple 
appointments as a faculty member and music director with Point Park 
University and Pittsburgh CLO, while also maintaining an active private studio. 
In addition, he serves as the music director of Hamilton Presbyterian Church, 
and artistic director of the South Hills Chorale, a vibrant 90-voice community 
choir based in the South Hills. With a dynamic approach to music education and 
performance, Skylar’s teaching philosophy is deeply informed by his training in 
Dalcroze Eurhythmics and his ongoing research in Embodied Music Cognition.
SAMANTHA OLSZEWSKI (Scenic Designer) is the associate scenic charge at 
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center in Midland, PA. In 2024, she taught scenic 
painting at Point Park University.  Sam was the scenic designer for Finding 
Nemo Jr. (LPPAC), Cinderella Jr., Wizard of Oz: Youth Edition, Matilda Jr. (CLO 
Academy) and Perdita (The New Hazlett Theatre).  Also, she was the technical 
director for An Evening with Edgar Allen Poe, Oklahoma! and Jerry’s Girls (Seton 
LaSalle Catholic High School). www.samjoodesign.com
ALYSSA MARTIN (Lighting Designer) is a lighting designer from Pittsburgh PA. 
Her love of the arts began at a young age and has blossomed into an exciting 
career. She has worked on a number of productions in the area and opened 
her own theater company (Stage Warp Productions) in 2022. Some of her most 
notable design projects include, The Moms are Alright (2024), The Picture of 
Dorian Gray (2025) and Another Miracle (2026). She is very grateful to be a part 
of this production and hopes you enjoy the show!
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MICHELLE NOWAKOWSKI (Costume Designer) is an independent costume 
designer focused on education-based theater in the greater Pittsburgh area. 
Recent projects include Sunday in the Park with George, Baby, A... My Name 
is Still Alice, Bandstand, Falsettos (Front Porch), Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
Cinderella, Something Rotten! (Stage 62), The Next Galileo, Innovative 
Innovators of Pittsburgh (CLO's Gallery of Heroes), The Drowsy Chaperone (Penn 
West University), The Wedding Singer (RMU), and resident designs for CAPA, 
Keystone State Music Theater, The Strand Theater, and numerous Pittsburgh 
schools. Michelle is also a teaching artist for the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust.
MARK EYER (Sound Designer) is happy to be back for another Pittsburgh CLO 
Academy production at CAPA. For the past 30 years, Mark had the pleasure 
of working with some of our best and brightest in various Pittsburgh CLO 
education programs. From Gallery of Heroes, the Pittsburgh CLO Mini Stars and 
numerous outreach productions, galas and festivals.
MADDY KOROPCHAK (Production Stage Manager) is a recent graduate from 
Point Park University. Maddy previously stage managed Comedy Tonight: A 
Musical Revue and Pippin. She is very grateful to work with such an incredible 
team, and would like to thank her friends, family and partner for their endless 
love and support.
ELTON JOHN (Music and Lyrics) The monumental career of international 
singer/songwriter and performer Elton John has spanned more than three 
decades. He is one of the top-selling solo artists of all time, with 35 gold and 
25 platinum albums and more than 250 million records sold worldwide. The 
National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences has awarded Elton multiple 
GRAMMY® Awards, including the GRAMMY® Legend Award. In the early 1990s, 
Elton collaborated with lyricist Tim Rice on the soundtrack for The Lion King, 
winning him an Academy Award®. The album produced two top-selling, award-
winning singles: "Can You Feel the Love Tonight" and "Circle of Life." The TONY 
Award®-winning Broadway productions of The Lion King and Aida both awarded 
Elton with GRAMMY® Awards for Best Musical Show Album. 
TIM RICE (Music and Lyrics) has worked in music, theater, and film since 1965, 
when he met Andrew Lloyd Webber. Their first collaboration, The Likes Of Us 
(lyrics by Tim, music by Andrew), was an unsuccessful show based on the life 
of Dr. Barnardo, the Victorian philanthropist. Their next three works together 
were much more successful: Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, and Evita. Tim has also worked with other distinguished 
popular composers such as Elton John (The Lion King, Aida), Alan Menken 
(Aladdin, King David, Beauty and the Beast), and Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny 
Andersson (Chess).
LEBO M (Additional Music and Lyrics) is known as the voice and spirit of The Lion 
King. Once a teenage singer in Soweto, the GRAMMY® Award winner and TONY® 
nominee's music brings audiences to tears with hauntingly inspiring African 
rhythms and melodies. Lebo's talents have been hailed by the worldwide press 
in superlatives that might describe the most delightfully poetic of musical 
deities.
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MARK MANCINA (Additional Music and Lyrics) A TONY® nominee and multi-
platinum, three-time GRAMMY® Award-winning composer, he was an obvious 
choice to produce the music for the stage production of The Lion King, having 
arranged and produced songs for the blockbuster animated feature film, for 
which he received both GRAMMY® and American Music Awards in 1994.
JAY RIFKIN (Additional Music and Lyrics) The GRAMMY® Award-winning 
producer, together with producing and composing partner Hans Zimmer has 
earned them numerous awards and nominations, including Academy Award® 
nominations, for the film scores of Driving Miss Daisy, Rain Man, and The Lion 
King.
HANS ZIMMER (Additional Music and Lyrics) received the Oscar®, Golden Globe, 
and two GRAMMY® awards for his original film score for the film version of The 
Lion King. He started his film-scoring career with My Beautiful Laundrette in 
1985, and his other credits include six Oscar®-nominated film scores, among 
them Gladiator, The Thin Red Line, As Good as It Gets, and Rain Man. Additional 
credits include the GRAMMY®-winning score for Crimson Tide, Driving Miss 
Daisy, Thelma and Louise, Black Hawk Down, and The Last Samurai starring 
Tom Cruise. Mr. Zimmer also heads the film music division for DreamWorks SKG 
studios.
RODGER ALLERS (Book) made his Broadway debut with co-author Irene 
Mecchi, with the TONY®-nominated book for The Lion King, adapted from the 
animated feature, which he co-directed. Mr. Allers has been instrumental in 
shaping the structure and dialogue for many Disney animated features since 
1988, including Aladdin, Beauty and the Beast, The Little Mermaid, Oliver and 
Company, Rescuers Down Under, Prince and the Pauper, and the computer-
animated movie Tron. He directed the Academy Award®-nominated short The 
Little Matchgirl for Disney and co-directed the 2006 animated feature Open 
Season for Sony Studios. Prior to working with Disney, he created animation on 
children's programs and features for studios in Boston, Toronto, and Tokyo. He 
also wrote and directed an animated adaptation of Kahlil Gibran's The Prophet.
IRENE MECCHI (Book) began her association with Disney in March 1992, when 
she wrote Recycle Rex, an animated short, which won the 1994 Environmental 
Media Award. Irene is a co-writer of Disney s animated features The Lion King, 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame, and Hercules. Along with co-author Roger 
Allers, she received a 1998 TONY® nomination for writing the book for The Lion 
King. Irene wrote the teleplay for Annie, directed by Rob Marshall, and shares a 
writing credit on Disney Pixar s Brave. She is adapting the Warner Bros. s 1954 A 
Star Is Born film as a stage musical and is developing a project with Lucasfilm.
PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY OF MUSICAL THEATER (Education Academy) in 
association with one of the country's foremost regional theaters, Pittsburgh 
CLO Academy of Musical Theater has been educating students in all aspects 
of musical theater training since 1989. The CLO Academy believes in inspiring 
and empowering students to enhance technique and creativity through its 
many class offerings. It provide students with unique opportunities to become 
a cultural presence in the artistic community and to give voice to their own 
creative spirit. Students are able to select acting, voice, and dance classes 
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or can bring all elements together in our crafted group packages. For more 
information about Pittsburgh CLO Academy and how you can get involved 
please visit PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION
PITTSBURGH CLO (Producing Company) has been the driving force for 80-years 
behind the preservation, creation and promotion of live musical theatre 
since 1946. Founded in the years following WWII as a way to bring Pittsburgh 
together for a community experience, the company has grown to become 
one of the largest regional musical theatre organizations in the country. The 
organization's commitment to preserving, creating, and promoting live 
musical theatre is evident in its diverse programming, which includes beloved 
Broadway classics as well as the development of new works. PCLO's dedication 
to nurturing emerging talent is commendable, with numerous artists (Billy 
Porter, Renée Elise Goldsberry, Rob Marshall, Kathleen Marshall, Shirley 
Jones and many more) launching their careers under its wing.  The mission 
extends beyond the summer series with other ongoing initiatives such as the 
Pittsburgh CLO Academy of Musical Theatre, the Construction Center for the 
Arts, the acclaimed Gene Kelly Awards for Excellence in High School Musical 
Theater and The National High School Music Awards (The Jimmys). Every ticket 
purchased impacts our own hometown, Pittsburgh, in a variety of ways beyond 
the stage performance. Pittsburgh CLO has always been a proud economic  
generator, hiring local theatre professionals to bring the best musical theatre 
to life. Since 1946, loyal Patrons, Subscribers, and Donors have stood beside 
our organization to ensure production of Broadway caliber shows right here in  
our hometown.  Pittsburgh CLO is excited to continue creating magical musical 
memories that are by Pittsburgh, for Pittsburgh and partnered with Pittsburgh 
all year long!  For more information, please visit PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG



26 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.



PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION - 27



28 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.



PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION - 29



30 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.



PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION - 31



32 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.



PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION - 33



34 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.



PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG/EDUCATION - 35



36 - PITTSBURGH CLO ACADEMY PRESENTS DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR.

The mission of the Pittsburgh CLO 
Ambassadors is to support and broaden 
the reach and diversity of the Pittsburgh 
CLO and to make musical theatre an 
active and accessible part of the lives 
of its members and others through 
the organization of and participation 
in a combination of theatrical, social, 
fundraising, volunteer, and educational 
events.

BECOME A 
PITTSBURGH CLO  

AMBASSADOR TODAY!

PittsburghCLO.org/Ambassadors
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Mark Fleischer, Executive Producer

PITTSBURGH CLO STAFF

SALES & MARKETING
Sidney Franczak.................................Marketing Manager
Greta Agee.................Graphic and Social Media Coordinator
Kyle J. Malinosky................................Marketing Coordinator 

DEVELOPMENT
Wynne Fedele.............................Director of Development
Molly Campe...........Manager of Special Events and Projects
Brandon Marzke.......................Manager of Individual Giving
Tom McGee...Corporate and Foundation Relations Manager
Dayna Sowers......Board Liaison / Development Coordinator
Sia Zhang...........................................Development Associate

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Angela Langill..........Director of Finance and Administration
Michael J. Cerchiaro....................................General Manager
Kuei-O Lin.............................................................Accountant 
Angie Staats..............................Seasonal Company Manager
Tom Stumme............................................Executive Assistant
Amanda Wilcox ......................................................Controller

PRODUCTION/CONSTRUCTION CENTER
Macarena Subiabre...............................Production Manager
Michele Sullivan.......Construction Center Business Manager
BJ Lipari............................................................Scenic Charge
Brendan Smith.........................................................Foreman

EDUCATION
Jim Scriven......................................Director of Education 
Patty Maloney...........................................................Principal
EmJ Fulford.........................................................Receptionist
Sophia Hall..........................................................Receptionist
Brady D. Patsy.................Community Engagement Manager
Aidan Quartana......................................Education Associate
Alexander Righetti...........Education Operations Coordinator

CLO ACADEMY FACULTY
DANCE......Christopher Bandy, Lilly Benz, Jennifer Connors,

Anya Epstein, Hannah Feldhues, Elexa Hanner,
Svetlana Novodran, LaTrea Rembert, Grace Schmader,

Erin Seaberg, Will VanSlander
VOICE.............Debbie Boughner, Catie Brown, Skylar Bunk,

Emma Dale, Adam Fladd, Roseanna Irwin,
Lorriana Markovic, Shelby Williams

ACTING...........Theo Allyn,  Alyssa Bruno-Walls, Zanny Laird,
Jennifer Lybarger, Rob James, Jason Matthews,

Jackie Mishol, Erin Seaberg, Ted Watts
PIANO........Debbie Boughner, Catie Brown, Roseanna Irwin
MUSICAL THEATRE.............Jennifer Connors, Laura Daniels,

Anya Epstein, Adam Fladd, Charles Hall,
Elexa Hanner, Roseanna Irwin, Jenn Lybarger,

LaTrea Rembert, Grace Schmader, Erin Seaberg,
Shelby Wiliams

CREATIVE VISION.....................................Alyssa Bruno-Walls,
Sandy Dowe, Darrin Mosley Jr.

NEW HORIZONS.................... Laura Daniels, Colleen Nesbitt, 
Alyssa Bruno-Walls

DISNEY'S THE LION KING JR PRODUCTION
Rodger Alleers.................................................................Book
Vanessa Ascanio........................................Costume Assistant
Lola Armfield.....................Student Assistant Choreographer
Skylar Bunk......................................................Music Director
Mark Eyer.......................................................Sound Designer
Devin Frank.............................................Backstage Assistant
Molly Frontz............................................Backstage Assistant
Elexa L. Hanner...............................................Choreographer
Elton John.........................................................Music & Lyrics
Chloe Joos..............................................Backstage Assistant
Madison Koropchak....................Production Stage Manager
Lebo M.............................................Additional Music & Lyrics
Mark Mancina..................................Additional Music & Lyrics
Alyssa Martin..............................................Lighting Designer
Irene Mecchi....................................................................Book
Michelle Nowakowski................................Costume Designer
Samantha Olszewski.....................................Scenic Designer
Allie Ratowski.............................Student Assistant Costumer
LaTrea Rembert..........................................................Director
Tim Rice.............................................................Music & Lyrics
Jay Rifkin.........................................Additional Music & Lyrics
Hans Zimmer...................................Additional Music & Lyrics

SPECIAL THANKS
Greta Agee
Catie Brown
Skylar Bunk

Archie Carpenter
Michelle Nowakowski

Pittsburgh CLO thanks PNC for their
generous support of the PNC Children’s School

Pittsburgh CLO thanks Healthcare Realty for their
generous support of the Pittsburgh CLO Academy

The Allegheny Regional Asset District, a county agency 
created to support and finance regional assets, including 
libraries, parks, cultural groups, sports and civic facilities, 
and to distribute tax relief to the 128 municipalities of 
Allegheny County.
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412-281-2822
Groups of 10+ Save! Call 412-471-6930  
or visit PITTSBURGHCLO.org/GroupSales

2026 SUBSCRIPTIONS ON SALE NOW!SEE 3 SHOWS FOR AS LITTLE AS $165!

Summer26-6x9-Ad-2.indd   1Summer26-6x9-Ad-2.indd   1 12/16/25   10:33 AM12/16/25   10:33 AM



PRESCHOOL: MUSICAL
NEVERLAND ADVENTURE 

June 30, July 1, and 2
Ages 3 – 4 | 9:30am – 10:30am

KINDERGARTEN: MAD TEA 
PARTY IN WONDERLAND 

June 30, July 1, and 2
Ages 5 – 6 | 10:30am – 11:30am

PITTSBURGHCLO.ORG         412-281-2234
SPEND THE SUMMER IN THE SPOTLIGHT!

PRIVATE LESS
ONS!

FOR VOICE, PI
ANO, DANCE, O

R ACTING

June 8 - July 31
By Appointm

ent only

DISNEY'S
WINNIE THE POOH KIDS

June 15 – 26*     | Ages 6 - 10
8:30am – 2:00pm | 9:00am – 2:30pm

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM 
COUNTY SPELLING BEE 

June 22 – July 10
Ages 16 - 18  | 4:30pm – 8:30pm

July 20 – August 7
Ages 13 - 15  | 4:30pm – 8:30pm

ROALD DAHL'S JAMES AND
THE GIANT PEACH JR. 

July 20 – 31*
Ages 8 - 11  | 8:30am – 3:00pm
Ages 12 - 15  | 9:00am – 3:30pm

DISNEY'S DESCENDANTS:
THE MUSICAL 

June 15 – 19     | July 20 - 24
Ages 8 – 18 | 4:30pm – 8:30pm

ROALD DAHL'S
MATILDA JR. 
July 6 – 17*

Ages 8 – 11 | 8:30am – 3:00pm
Ages 12 – 15 | 9:00am – 3:30pm

ROALD DAHL'S
WILLY WONKA KIDS 

August 3 – 14
Ages 7 – 12 | 9:00am – 2:30pm

* Aftercare Available
Camp ends with an on-site performance.


